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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Although God loved the sinner (Rom. 5:8) it is impossible for Him not to judge sin. (Heb. 10:27) How then could man be brought back into a relationship with God? Someone had to build a bridge. 


     The word reconciliation is defined as “the process by which God and man are brought together again” and the initiative for reconciliation was taken by God while we were still sinners. Jesus was to be the bridge that would span that great gulf that separated man and God (Matt. 1: 21).


Paul wrote to the Romans “But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath (of God) through him.  For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, shall we be saved by his life; “(Rom 5:8-10) 


     It is now possible for man to come back to God but it is not without effort on the part of man as many preach. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me”


(Jn. 14:6) and that means obedience to the words of Jesus.  Belief, repentance, confession and baptism for the remission of sin are the steps across that bridge that takes us back to God and it is God’s grace.


    I can not help but think of the words of the song “At Calvary”.





Oh, the love that drew salvations plan! Oh the grace that brought it down to man! Oh the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary!





Have you crossed back to God?


		Joe Phillips








     Life is full of various forms of protection measures.  Immunization provides protection against various kinds of diseases.  Insurance is purchased as protection against losses caused by fire, thievery, or natural calamities.  The government requires labeling to protect us against our own tools and devices.  Cigarettes carry a warning that smoking is a health hazard.  The cord on your electric lawn mower warns against using the device on wet ground.  Education is even a kind of protection.


     Protection is a vital concern for the soldier of Christ.  In fact, most of the panoply of Ephesians Six concerns itself with protection.  Verse 10 says, "Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."  Again, in verse 13, we are told to take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day."  Part of the training of the soldier is learning how to protect himself.


The word "protect" is from the Latin.  It is pro, a Latin preposition which means "in front of," and tegere, which means "to cover."  And that's exactly the sense of Ephesians 6:14.  "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness."  We are to gird our loins with truth and put on the protection of righteousness.  In both cases the purpose is to "cover our front," or protect us from injury or danger.











The breastplate was like a coat of mail. It protected the vital parts of the body.  And what a grand figure Paul uses when it compares the coat of mail to a "breastplate of righteousness."  The stuff of which the coat of mail was constructed was usually brass or some other metal, arranged in rows much like the scales on a fish.  Sometimes it was leather, or some other material.  But no matter the material, it was intended to guard a man's body from injury.  The material for the breastplate in the army of the Lord was "righteousness," purity of life, piety, acting in accordance with the rules.   And what better protection?  No one can successfully defend himself against temptation, the snares and cunning stratagem of the Devil, without purity of life and holiness of character.  There is great personal safety in being righteous.





Conclusion





During the Revolutionary War the "Minutemen" plowed their fields and tended their businesses and commerce while in a constant state of readiness, their weapons never more than a few feet from them.  I remember during World War II when the servicemen came home they were not allowed to wear civilian clothing, indicating that they were separated to duty, always ready for immediate service (2 Timothy 2:4).  We must stand ready at all times.  We must ever be prepared for the fracas and whether we are called on to answer the charge and go forward or stand in the breaches and defend our position, we are ready and able because our armor comes from God.�			


					





Truth and Righteousness


By Dee Bowman





PERSONAL PROTECTION IS INSTINCTIVE.  Strike at a fellow and he will instinctively throw up a guard to protect himself.  It's prudent and wise to protect yourself.








  The Loins Girt About With Truth





 We are to gird the midsection with truth.  The truth spoken of in our text is not subjective, but objective.  It is the gospel.  The gospel provides both the offensive and defensive thrusts we need to fight against the "principalities, powers, and rulers of the darkness of this world."  These powers are dedicated, militant, and we must retaliate in kind.  But we must have protection from their carefully devised plans which are designed for our defeat.  That protection can come only from truth.  Error cannot be efficiently combated with more error; nor is it possible for some mixture of truth and effort to do an adequate job of protecting us.


      This truth is to be buckled on as one would a girdle.  It will provide, first of all, a place from which to hang all the armaments for our battle.  And since we are in hand-to-hand combat (we "wrestle not against flesh and blood," verse 12), the various pieces of weaponry must be nigh at all times.  That's where truth comes in.  From it hangs all the principles we need to combat the noble encounter and protect us from the ploys of the evil one.


      Furthermore, the girdle worn by the Roman soldier helped brace his body when he became weary and fatigued.  It is the same for the Christian.  Truth will hold us up, brace us so that we can remain constant in battle.





Having On the Breastplate of Righteousness








The Longest Bridge





And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.  (Luke 16:26, NIV) 





     From the first tree fallen across a creek or ditch man has relied on bridges to traverse the expanses of this world. I saw a program a while back about a tribe of primitive people who built a bridge over a large stream, using only vine and slender trees, so they could get food from the tribe living on the other side.


     Not long ago one of my e-mail buddies sent me a picture of the longest suspension bridge in the world. It is the Akashi Kaikyo or Pearl Bridge in Japan. This bridge has a clear span of more than a mile at 6,532 feet and links the city of Kobe on the mainland to Awaji Island. Although there are much longer bridges, over all, the suspension bridge is defined by the longest span between two supporting structures. Some research shows that there is a bridge in the works in Italy that will have a single span that will exceed the Pearl Bridge by three times. Man’s engineering ability has no bounds.  


     In the title verse of this article Jesus is talking about a great chasm or gulf that has been fixed between heaven and hell by which no man can pass from one to the other. I think, however, that it accurately defines the great chasm that exists between God and man because of sin. When man chose to break God’s law, such a gulf was set by God and by no means or effort of man could it be crossed. That gulf was death for man.  
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Chris Roy and Rhetta for Chris’


continued improvement Melinda Hampson’s


father; Owen McKinney; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Debbie Adams’ mother;   Rhetta Roy’s 


mother Rosie Bittle recovering from by-pass 


surgery. Heather Rogers’ brother;  


Donald Andrew, Carolyn’s brother in law 


All of our expecting mothers:  Alex Bowman


Stephanie Adams. 


All of our graduates who will be going to collage 


or other pursuits. 








________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeff Lacquement 


 Song Leader----Joe Phillips


Lord's Supper---Joey Jackson


   Asst. 1-----Sam Adams


   Asst. 2-----Wallis Hampson


   Asst. 3-----Sam Adams Jr.


   Asst. 4-----Chase Shaffer


   Asst. 5-----Tony Waite 


2nd Prayer---Collins Boakye


Read Scripture---Drew Bowman 


Sermon-------Whit Hays


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Preston Jackson 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Wallis Hampson


Song Leader---Sam Adams


2ed Prayer---Don Gilbert


Read Scripture---Rob Williams


Sermon---Collin Boakye


Lord's Supper---Joey Jackson


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Joe Phillips


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Steven Tramell


 Invitation---Steve Huff


 Closing Prayer---Cliff Wiggs





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














